
CONEY JSLANI).LAND OF HIE NIHILIST. and. Instead of dlscngajlnjr himself.
imashod tho whole thing to atoms with hi
cano. at tho anmo tlmo nearly murdering
his esoort who remonstrated with him.

treco. Onoe in the tftornoon und t-- zla la
the evening she make two round of thoresort, like a milkman or letter-carrie- r, de-
livering pieces of melody in each. In thtt
way she get an aggregate salary quite suf-
ficient to maintain her at a first-cla- ss hoi-el- .

and leaving hor sufficient time lu which to
dawdle In tho guise of an affluent belle.

Kamesa

girl wu his daughter, and espoeiully Inter-
esting to mo us an example of how fashkin-ub- l

j a young woman of extreme culture can
be when ho trios. No stranger who saw
her exquisitely modish costume, oxactly
correct and tusteful in every quiet detail,
and oware of the amount of careful thought
that has to be bestowed upon that tasteful
sort of dressing, could imagine that her

Imperial eptor, and is a t7orthy prnament
for tho emblem of a dominion so rich and
extcnslvo us that ruled by tho Czar. Tho
Orloff diamond, tho first in sizo and third
in value in tho. world, once formed
the eye of an idol in a temple
noar hoi Ingham, India. Into this temple,
as the story goes, a French adventurer
Intodueed himself in sorao tnniul capacity
for the purpose of stealing tho treasure,
which ho did. and before tho theft was dis-
covered escaped to Malabar, where he sold
it to a bhlp captain for '20.000 guineas. Tho
captain sold it to a jew named Lazarus, who
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A Glance at th Homes of th.8 Grand
Dukes and Czars of

tha Past.

Prince Potemkin's Foathery Ro-

mance Tho Imperial Crown
of Russia.

ome of the Magnificent Falacei and

Gorgeous Jewels The Grjit Or-

loff Diamond.

WILLIAM E. CUHTIS. IS CUICtGO NEWB.J

Ono may look in vain for tho picturesque
la tho architecture of tho residence or Imst-uo- h

portion of IVtersburg. No buildings
tiro notable for originality of conception, nor
tia thero boon any uttempt to introduce

mgx

k COUNTRY SETTLEMENT.

eurlety. Ono building follow tho other,
mile after milo along tho broad streets, all
of them constructed on tho name pattern
and of the saino height. The eyo is ro

prat I fled either by artlstie grouping
or novel effects. Tho entire city is a mo-
notony of live or six story stuccoed palace,
or apartment houses, of enormous size, no
distinction between thoso thut uro used for
dwelling and those for business purposes.
It is tho rule for the banker to l;vo in tho
apartments above hi counting-hous- e, for
Lho lawyer to rent tho ground floor of hi
residence for a shop, und for the merchant
to live under tho samo roof with hi stock of

Thero are ono or two exceptions to tho
fnonotony of architecture. On- is what
i known a tho inarblo palace, al-

though thero I vory little marble about it,
fiearcely enough to justify the name. It wa
erected by Catherine tho 'Groat for ono of
her lover in 1770. but subsequently fell into
the possession of the Grand Duko Constan-
tino, tho brother of tho lato czar. who.o
widow still reside there and who is famous
for tho value of her jewel. It is an impos-
ing building of granite and iron, surrounded
by beautiful and cxtensjve grounds, tho roof

if!
MICHAEL

And window frames being of gilded copper,
which offer a very striking effect as they re-

flect tho sotting sun.
Another exception to the prevailing order

of sameness U the Michael palace, a castel-
lated structuro built by tho Emperor Paul,
who fortified it and dedicated It to the Arch-
angel Michael. It is a gloomy pile, and an
architectural monstrosity, tho exterior be-

ing loaded with all sort of incongruous
ornament and each of the four fronts being
of an entirely different design. Over .the
principal entrance are inscribed tho words:

"On thy house will tho blessing of tho
Lord rest forever."

; The "Whims of a Czar.
' This eastlo was a whim of the Emperor
Paul, who built it in tho most extraordinary
tuanner, having llvo thousand men employed

ROADSIDE CROSS.

rinon ft for three years until it wa llnishod.
The more quickly to dry the plastering ho
had large iron plate made which wero
heated red hot and fastened to tho walls.
The palaeo cost lO.UOO.OiX) rubles, or about
$3,000,000, bat if any sort of ceremony or
common sense,' had been applied in tho con-
struction it need not have cost more than
2.000.000. The Interior I. however, very
41ne. some of the great halls belr.g entirely
of Carrara marble, exquisitely carved by art-
ists imported from I'loreici? to do tho work.
It is now occupied as a school of engineer
for the army.

The room in which Taul wa murdered
wis walled up for lifty years, but i now
used as n chapel for the students. He wa
as peeentrie a monarch a the lato King

of llavaria. and one can scarcely
read the account of hi conduct wittiout be-

lieving that he whs Jnar.e. IT; inherited
the luxurious taste of hi mother. Catheri-
ne, the Great, and sometime during hi
lueld moment showed glimpse o; her
ttl!,nt. but' ho was an habitual drunkard,
und gave way to Jit of passion, in whi !i lie

ARSASSIN'ATION Or r.VLT

vas nothing more nor 1" than a murder-
ous maniac. One day wl. en be wa inspecting
lil uncompleted pal.aeo the skirt of hi

iat caught on tho arm of a chandelier of
Venetian gla thut had been manufactured
xi order at Yenc upon ileslg:t of h?t onvi,

.nnd had only been unpacked tho day be.
fore. Although it cost more than a him-Ire- d

thousand rubles, lu turned diojnd.

Ccma cf the Interesting Scenes and
Characters Encountered at tho

Famous Kcsort,

A Governor and a Dude oj Drawing
Carcb High Prices Charged

for Everything:.

BTECIAL COnilESPOXDENCE.
No summer resort in tho world contains

such contrastingly high and low decree of
character a Coney Island. Ono t nd of thl
stretch of ocean boa eh hold two bltf hotels,
where jruest pay hiher prices, on the o.

than are exacted at any houso In Sar-
atoga or Long lirunch. At tho other ex-
treme of Conoy Island aro to bo found in
wonderful prolusion all tho olemonts of
cheapness suitable to an excursion placo
within quick reach of tho city. Tho differ-
ent section of Coney Island bear such dis-
tinctive names a Manhattan, lirlhton.
West Brighton und West Knd. und eagh has
Its ditinct characteristic. Goto Manhat-
tan und you will eo that mixture of ele-
gance ami coarseness illustrative of people
v a plonty of money to spend according to

their various taste. Here I en-
countered such standard and staple
human wares of summer correspondence as
Uerry Wall and Tom Ochiltree. Berry has
Ono excuse for being allowed tj live, and
that is his pretty, refined and delicate-lookin- g

wife. Berry is in rather more than his
usual trouble over his debts, whien ho never
pays, und which some creditors uro foolish
enough to try to oolloet by law. He is a
deadhead here, ha ho cun be at almost, uny
summer hotel, because landlord deem hi

freseneo of value in providing something
guests to see and talk about.

Governor Hill 1 a more digniiled deadhead,
und tho flag of the Governor Moat over the
house in hi honor while Ihm within. Hi
Secretary will go to the office, ask for a bill,
und bo told that thero is none. That will
end it. and i according to usag".

"That i tho prettiest sight I have seen to-

day." said Governor Hill to the writer, "and
I have been the length of the island amus-
ing myself with odd S"enes."

What he saw so udmiringly was simply a
quiet group, consisting of a neat young
nursemaid with one chubby young.t;r in
her arm and another t'.uging at her white
apron. Such servitors of rich children are
surely in summer luck. They get most of
the ease and many of the luxuries of tho
place, with wage to side. Jind. in case they
uro comely, men are generally democratic
enough to admiro them iuite a heartily as

though they were mistresses instead of
maid.

One of the hotel at thi end of the Islan I

is kept u exclusive a polb!e to it board-
ers. Transient traffic is not oneuuragod. uud
it 1 hard to tell what wouldn't bo done to a
presumptuous excurion party who under-
took to spread their own luncheon any-
where on tho premises. But thi rigidity of
rule is not applied to those who come pre- -
mred to pay tho high prices for food andfodging. Tho house quarters tho same va-

riety of people to bo found at tho Saratoga
or Long Branch caravansaries, where the
sporting element i strong and folk with
sensitive fastidiousness are constantly
shocked by touching elbow with human
miscellany. The other hotel ha a big band
of music, an acre or two of restaurant, and
all the liberty possible to reasonably be-

haved visitors able to pay extravagant
price for food and drink. It is h"re that
the most strikingly dressjd summer girl in
creation can be seen. Two sp cimn sit on
the piazza, listening to the musle and gazing
coolly on the observant crowd, as I make
note for this letter. Their hat aro marvel
of picturesque millinery: their striped black-and-whi- te

bodices assert themselves em-
phatically, and one toy with a long-handle- d

quizzing glass, while the other daintily dabs
her nose with a big rose. They have come
down from tho citv for an afternouof soa

breev.e and b.uupieting. They do not mind
their lack of male escort, and yet they aro
decorous enough in conduct, although tlam-boya- nt

in attire. ,

Not f.vr olf sat a pair of contrastingly differ-
ent excursionists. Tho white-boarde- d and
spectacled old man. a I happened to kno
was a Columbia College proMor. and Lho

A Qutr Sort of Fellow.
Ill friends uud attaches knew when hi

Mission wore coming by a quivering of hirip. and usually fled for their live. Ho
brutally killed a number of people by boating
them with hi cano or sword, and once cut off
the ear of hi coachman with hi own bund.
Ho wa an ugly looking man. und exceeding-
ly sensitive about hi npearnnoje. suspecting
t)i at every ono who laughod or smiled In hi
prosen.'o was making lun of him, und they
su'Ter 'd Tor it.

One of hid edicts waa that whenever he
passed along the street overy ono should
stop, und, turning .their face toward mm,
bow their head till he went by. Ho in-

vented forms of dress for tho people, and
conipdhvl everybody to adopt them. He
wouid Rend women from hi ball to prison
because their gown were not cut to suit
him. If he thought a woman appeared in
hi presence too plainly dressed no would
punish her, or if ho considered another too
richly dressed, she would go to prison for
that ffen' As ho was seldom in tho same
mood, and as what pleased him ono day
Mould throw him into a furious passion on
tho next, the lord and ladie of hi court
were continually in a state of painful uncer-
tainty whether they would spend .tho next
day or month of their live In a palace or a
prison.

One of the 'Old I.awm
One evening at a ball ho saw a gentleman

whoso stylo of dressing hi hair did not
pleuno him. so Paul called an officer and sent
the poor victim to a barber, with orders to
have him brought back with hi head
shaved.

'Ho issued an edict setting forth the
amount of money travelers might carry
with them when thev left ltus.slu. The or-
dinary man might take with diim 200 ruble
or so. according to tho length of time he
wa to bo away; tho nobles might havo a
little more, say live hundred or a thousand
ruble, while the prince might ttiko two or

$ hreo th jus.iu 1 In their wallet. The theory
of this edict wa that too much money wa

being spent out of the
country. Paul wanted
Us subjeets to spend
their wealth at home.
He organized hi ar-
my on the same
whims. Ho had o
regiment composed
of LOO) men, every
one of whom wa
pock-marke- anoth-
er was organized of
men with large noses,
another of men with
small noses. There
was a rule, also, that

the EMTERort taul. all ttio men in each
company or battalion should be of exactly
the saino stature, tho same complexion, and
tho same color of tho eye.

How One Czar Died.
The manner of hi death wa very tragic,

for hi brutality Anally wore out tho sub-
missive spirit of even tho Ilusslan. and ho
wa killed by tho officer of hi court. Tho
day of hi death i said to havo been tho
most tranquil he had spent shvo he nseond-o- d

tho throne. Ho wrote a letter to Napo-loo- n

I., criticising the crown of hi hat as it

TALAC3.

PP"are'l in a picture. vUited an orphan
asvltim where thero were 800 children of hi
soldiers boarding at his cost, and walking
back to the Michael palace, spent un hour
or two with hi wife and children, of whom
ho seemed to bo very fond. While ho sat
with them Nicholas, afterwards Czar, then
4 years oi l, asked: A"Father, why aro you called Paul the
First?"

"JJ.'oause no one of that name ever ruld
in llussia before me." wa the Czar's replv.

"Then I shall bo' Nicholas the First," re-
plied the boy.

For an instant tho Empress feared some-
thing dreadful would happen to the child,
for any allu-lo- n to his successor on the
throne usually threw him into a raving
passion. To her surprise he simply took up
the boy and kissed him. Then ho left the
house and dined with his mistress, where
ho spoke of Alexander I., his oldest son and
heir. In su"h a manner that tho woman, ex-
cusing herself from hi presence for a mo-
ment, sent a message to Alexander warning
him not to encounter his fatlicr while lie.
wa in his present mood. A he left the
house ho remarked to her that she would bo
astonished at the way head would fall dur-
ing the next few days, which look u if he
had some knowledge of tho coiispiruev to
kill him.

After he had retired the consiprator. who
wero mostly officers of hi own household,
outraged ley0nd all endurance by hi
cruelty to them, made their way to hi
chamber, and offered him the choice of
abdicating tho throne in favor of hi son
Alexander, or death at their hand. He
choso dentil and attempted to defend him-sel- f,

having nn arm broken and one eyo put
out in tho struglo that ensued.

Tho 1'ulare of I'otemUin.
Ncir the Michael Palaco I another of tho

remarkaM) palaces of Petersburg, and ono
which 1 considered the handsomest of them
ail. Thl is what i called tho Taurida Pal-
ace, .built by Catherine the Groat for the
most famous of her lovers, tho Prineo

TUG OULnyp DIAMOND.

Po'emkln. It wa hero that he i supp se,i
to havo secretly married to tho Em-
press. Pot 'iukin's !if ? wa a romance, and
ho his el svuM n to a feather. Jiuring
the revolution which Catherine incited
against her hnibnnd. and by which sho
reached tho throne. Pofenikln wa a Lieu-
tenant In a regiment which followed lier
fortune, and the d iy wh u Catherine came
out to take command of the troop he. Ho-
eing that sho had no feather in her hut. left
his plao in tho rauk. and kneeling 1 oforc
her offer ed I A own. Ho was a handsome
young te'.Jow, an I Catherine wa much
tuUoii ;y tho act of gallantry, as wa Eliza-
beth of Er.glr.'.d lv the courtliness of Sir
Walter P. ileigh. She at ori 'o had him de-
tailed a her p. He soon bo-ra- n

o l v lover, and afterward, us Is sup-
posed, her husband.

hh mad him Prlncp of Taurldanhd
built him this palace, in which lie sont a
good p art of her time. Tho ball-roo- J

coiisM.-re- tiie tlnost room In lVasla. being
of different colored marbl ? and lighted by
20O0 wax candle, while the rest of tho
pai.v.'o corresponds. i iio ixiiioing Maecupiolby Maiie. tho widow o: Paul, after
t)n TiiMr.ler of tier hnli:inil mill li'u mn
many royal tenants, bat is now used for a
military barracks.

The firent OrlofT Dl.unotol.
It was Count Orloff. another of Catherine's

favorltos. whoso name is usoejited with
the great diamond which out mount the

In a Panther's Embrace.
Short, savaore roars broke upon my

ear, mingltxl with the wild ahoutsof the
native, who wero evidently being
chased by tho now furious beait, says a
writer in tho Time of India. At this,
crisis I felt that my hat would proba-
bly do more for mo than my gun, a) I
crushed the former on my head, and,
without waiting to adjust the chin-stra- p,

I seized tho latter in my hand
and faced tho cnomy. Tho panther had
meanwhile floored a boater andgthim
by tho arm, but, dropping him, she at
ouce camo for mo with lightning bounds.
I could seo nothing, owiug to tho
beast' tremendous upoed, but a
shadowy-lookin- g form with two large,
bright, round eyo fixed upon me with
an unmeaning stare as it literally flew
toward me. Such wa tho vision of a
moment. My. presence of mind did not
desert me. I raised my gun and fired
with all tho care I could at such short
notice. Hut I missed, and tho panther
landed, light as a feather, with its arm
round my shoulders. Thus we stood
for a few second, and I distinctly felt
tho animal 3nif!ing for my throat.

Mechanically I always timed my
head so as to keep tho thick, wadded
curtain of my helmet cover in front of
tho creature's muzzle ; but still I could
hear and feel plainly the rapid yet cau-

tious efforts it was making to lind an
opening so as to tear opon the jugular
vein. I had no other weapon but my
gun, which was useless with tho animal
closely embracing me, so I stood per-
fectly still, well knowing that Sandford
would liberate me if it wero jossible to
do so. At tho first onslaught wo wero
so placed that ho could only have hit
the panther by firing through mo, which
would have been very injudicious, to
say the least of it. As may easily be
supposed, the animal did not spend
much timo in investigating the nature
of a wadded hat-cove- r, and before my
frit-n- could get round and take an aim
without jeopardizing my own life the
beast pounced on my left elbow, taking
a piec out, and then buried its long
sharp fangs in the joint till they met.
At tho samo time I was hurled to the
earth with such force that J. knew not
how I got thero or what beormo of my
gun.

Still, throughout I maintained a clear
impression of what was going on. I
knew that I was lying on the ground
with tho panther on the top of me, and
I could feel my elbow joint wobbling
in and out as the brute ground its jaws
with a movement imperceptible to the
bystanders, but which felt to me as
though I were being violently shaken
all over. Now I listened anxiously for
th rJiort of Sandford's shot, which I
know would 1k heard immediately, and
carefully refrained from making tho
slightest sound or movement lost his
aim ahouid be disturbed thereby. Iu a
few seconds the loud anil vecor.it) de-
tonation, which from its proximity
almost deafened nio, struck upon my
car. I pat up. I was free. Tho pan-
ther gone !

Lint's to a Hinted Statue of the Star
Kyetl UodJess of Ileform.

s

turn
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With Apologies to olhr PfM-- Sculptors and Job
1'rlnfcT.

M Vrrui.

0 Rtir-ye- i God 1s wtth th Psych knot,
WWijh I endeavored In my poor, weak war
To fasten on tht corner or your sttlh cold brotr.
How nad you look and what a settled molau-cliol- y

Seems to cluster In your scrambled hair I

Tl neldoiTi in mr whole career. I wot, ,
Thst I have saw a sight pathcttcker.
Or ever have me eye. I ween.
Seen stone look rockier than thoo.
Ton strike me like a person who has son eh t
Totntrodnoo your justly celebrated reforoia

tlou
In this town, and while engaged in that capa-

city
Got Injured on the face and eyes.

If so, do not despair, but strucgle on;
Immerse your swollen feature in a cold, wet

cla.m.
And if at any time you wish to be Identified

Jest call on me.

Systematic.
A drummer took the elevator to the

fifth stry of a Western wholesale
house and walked into the ofhoe wherj
ono of tho proprietors was busy at his
desk. The drummer was informed that
thi house needed nothing in his line,
but "persisted in opening his sample bag
and making himself th.? causa of much
distress, when finally the enraged pro-
prietor kicked him down the first flight
of stairs. An employe, observing his
mode of dsscmt, repeate'd tho do3e
with like effect, and it was dittoel till
the drummer found himself on tho
ciirbstoiud and upholstered highway.
Shaking himself he looked back over
tho coxrso of events and ejaculated:

"Veil, dot ish a great st iblishment.
1 don't know dere berticular lino of
pishness, but meiu Gott, what system l

Duluth Par,Tjrapher.

It Worked Tco Well.
"How di.l that burglar, alarm turn

out?"
"Great."
"Worked very well, oh?n
"Yes; when it weut off it nlarmerl

everybody in the house ao badly that
the burglars got off with everything
before wo were over beinjr rattled. w

Xebratka Stats Journal
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pretty head was packed full of book learn-
ing. But it wa so. I would print her
name, only that there i no use In overload-lu- g

her mail with letter from men who
would scramble for a chance to woo a
maiden who combine so much knowljdgo
and preientabillty.

A good proportion of New-York- er practico
tho old annual custom of escaping from tho
Fourth of July. They havt done, this unnu-nli- y

without skipping a year, and therefore
have not learned that the ravket of Ini erjitd.:.
encj Day has of lato been a'.moit silenced.
Without uny nillitnry parade or public flrot
works, the anniversary is quiet a compared
with its former turbulence. Thero is some
ringing of bells und firing of cannon to bring
in the Fourth at midnight, but after that the
making of din is left to boys. Tho urchins
are willing enough, but their resources aro
apt to bo exhausted before noon, and so the
rest of.tho day is not productive of vory loud
fiatriotism. But the well-to-d- o people flee

just tho sumo, and so tho hotel
portions of Long Island have this week been
crowded to their utmost. Politician of
note have elected and defeated Presidential
candidates with assiduous discussion. Wall
street men have theorized about that dull-
ness of speculation which has left theni
hardly money enough to tak'j any costly
summer diversion, and tho horse-racin- g in
the neighborhood has commanded tho usual
attention.

Many a group on the grand stand at the
race course Is remarkable for its lionizing of
some gray old fellow by fashionable young
girls. This I explained by tho fact that hn
i the owner of u stable of racer, and at all
events an established uuthority in turf ma-
tter, and the belle are glad of hi guidance
in making their wagers. Tho hansomest
dude alive stands no chancy with them at
theso times, because the girl have no con-
fidence in hi youthful horo talk, and their
eagerness for tip is ono of tho most amus-
ing sight of a race day. Feminine batting
ha been so general at Shoeitsho.id Bay this
summer thai ono could hardly lind a woman

n

on the grand stand, no matter what her so-
cial grade, who is not op-u- ly and often

her money.
l'leasanter to look at than any of tho so-

phisticated people at this resort are tho
multitude of ehildren. Coney Island I

only a stretch of sand along tho oco.in edge
of marshes, and the wind and wa'cr of every
violent storm make change in its outline.
Th sand is heaped into dunes, between
which aro occasionally miniature pond so
shallow that the youngster eun waif in
thein. Several of those sheets of unruffled
water are used by the children f r the sail-
ing of toy yacht, and a removal of s;;o
and sto'-kir.g"- . and a roiling up of troupers
or pantalets make a boy or girl r vi ly for
tli. sport. Thus, while the surf .u the
beaej.e exposed to the o ?ouii aro peopled
by frisky adults in sometime risky b itnmg
costume, the smooth shallow present more
innocent sp 'etudes of juv.uiil outing.

I have already remarked the high price
charged for everything at thi end of Coney
Island. Not only are tho tigure on the
restaurants bills of fare bigger then those
of Delmoriico, but tho viands are seldom
satisfactory, not so much owing to the bad
quality as to delay in serving them. To get
a meal here ono has to wait and scramble
for a place and generally submit to the an-
noyances of un incompetent or careless
waiter, no matter how generously ho may
tip him. But when I chatted with a kind-lor- d

a'sut the e.tru ;g int charges, and
fUgge.sted to him thai moderation in that
respect would ultimately bring more proilt,
h5 brought u spy-tl- o and dir"e.Vvl rne to
look to the eastward, where I would discern
a very large building on the shore some
mile away.

"What do you show ma that for?" I ;nkod.
"Beeau.se that structure is an illustration

of how a big seashore hotol doesn't always

he rcpV.ed. "That is tho largest build-in- g

ever erected f r n hotel ut a summer
resort. It stand on the beadi at Bockaway,
and it ha been without a tenant ever sin""
an ubortive attempt wa made to op?n it
four years ago. Its projector behovod
that it was going to bo a magnificent suc-
cess, and they Impressed th'ir view upon
capitalist to such an extent thaf. a cljar
million of capital was secured. Tho lata
William H. Vanderbilt. John Mac key. and
other equally astute financier bought
stock, but they can't get any solid,

hotel man to open it for them,
and they don't euro to take the risk of run-
ning it themselves, so it remain empty. I
make a practice of showing it to every one
who t"ll me. as you have done, that a:i
outsider knows more about keeping a hotel
than I do."

The fast and furious fun of Coney Island
Is to be found at Brighton. West Brighton,
and tho West 12nd. Hero aro to be found a
multiplicity of side-sho- and other de-
vice for catching tho dimes of tho
afternoon and evening crowds from the
city. Just now one of thon-- is a
genuine encampment of gypsies. There are
half a dozn swarthy men and women,
speaking with u strong rural English accent,
but distinctly gypsy-lik- e in appearance. The
women t"ll fortunes, and sell love-charm- s.

Another enterprise which thrives to some
extent on sentimeiVallty is devoted to the
portrayal of futuro husband und wives to
curious swains and maiden. You purclwvse
a square piece of tin. overlaid with some
sort of chemical, und when you dip thi
Into water a face is developed on it.

One of tho showiest young women at the
?woll end of th island is a serio-comi- c

linger In four variety show at the other ex

THE JEWEL8 OF THE EMPRESS.

offered it for sale at Petersburg, ('atherino
refused to accept hi term, so lie carried
tho jewel to Amsterdam, where Count Orloff
saw it. purchased it for 450.000 pound ster-
ling, and laid it in tho lip of hi imperial
mistress tho next time ho saw her. Tho
stone weighs 185 curat, and is valued at
S1.1W, 410. It is tho largest of all the great
diamond, but ha a slight Haw, or bhuk
stain.

Tho imperial crown of all the Ilusslas. and
tho Hnest and costliest of all tho world, is in
tho form of a bishop'
mitre, und curries on
it crest a cross com-
posed of five of tho
most beautiful dia-
monds ever cut, sup-iorti-

tho largest ruby
In tho world. Eleven
groat diamonds, in u
lollated arch, rising
from the front und back
of tho crown, support
this cross and rubv.and
on either side is u hoop
of thirty-eig- ht vast and IMPEUIAL C1IOWK

perfect pearls, whoso AND SCErTKR.
value is simply a matter of conjecture, or
what any trillionairo would, bo willing to
pay for them. Thero aro no handsomer
one known. The domed, space on either
side of the- arches of pearl are lllled
with leaf-wor- k of silver, overy spray being
thickly set with large diamond uud tho
whole underlaid with purplo velvet. Tho
band on which the crown is supported, Hnd
which surround the brow of tho Emperor,
i studded with enormous diamond, twenty-eig- ht

in number. Tho orb carries a largo
sapphire of u greenish color, und a line dia-
mond of elongated form.

Tho coronet of the Empress is satd to bo
the most beautiful and valuable iuom of
diamond ever brought together in a single
ornament. The four largest are remarkable
for their perfect shajM) and color, being ex-
actly of the same weight und size, so that
even nn expert cannot tell one from another.
Thero aro eighteen other stones of u slightly
smaller size, which ro also perfectly
matched with eighty more of slightly less
weight, also perfectly matched, the whole
being set in a pattern and surrounded by a
great number of stones, any ono of which
would be a prize to uny owner. ,

Hosidcs these costly treasures, thero Aro
a number of other ornament lit to bear them
company. Thero i a necklace which tho
Czarina sometimes wears, which is com-
posed of twenty-tw- o of the largest diamond
known, and another of fifteen stones, oven
larger. The famous plumo of KuveroiT, an
uigretto composed entirely of diamond,
wu presented by tho Sultan of Turkey a a
price of Maco to Gen. Suveroff. and by him
transferred to tho crown. Another famous
jewel In tho collection is known to lapidaries
us "The Shah." It is a long, peculiar-shape- d

crystal, presented to tho Emperor of Russia
by the Shah Mizra also us a price of peace.
It ha Persian character engraved upon
it. Thero i also a necklace com-
posed of 300 truly imperial pearl,
several strand of which hang over tho
br.'ust of the Empress like a net when she
wears them, and are of priceless value.
Among the collection there uro also several
decoration worn by tho Czars on occasion
of great ceremony, the collar and budge of
St. Andrew, the order of St. George, and
numerous other decorations of great value
presented to tho ruler of Russia from tlmo
to time by their contemporary sovereign.

The crown jewel were formerly shown
to visitors ut the winter palace upon a pa
from the Grand Chamberlain, but since tho
present Czar has been upon the throne
greater precaution havo been taken, and to
see them now require tho intercession of
influence.

Darkness Han Unknown Terrors.
"For heaven's sake, turn tip the light!

Do it quick, or I shall go mail !"
A woman's voie. almost screeched

forth this command. She lay tossing
uiwn an irrm cot in a room in one of tho
Minneapolis hospital. Sho was young
in years, but the deep lines on her still
handsome face and lur general appear-
ance were only too suggestive of a life
of wild dissipation. She wa a woman
of tho town. A fever had hern tho
means of her removal from a house of
sin to tho pleasant quarter in tho hos-
pital. Slid had awakened Ironi a two
weeks' unconscious sleep when she open-
ed her eyes to find herself in a semi-darken-

room. She appeared to b
greatly frightened. The pleasant faced
young woman officiating as nurse rushed
to the window and pulled up the cur-
tain at her wild cry. The hospital phys-
ician, who wa in the room at the time and
who stood at the sick woman's bedside,
spoke kindly to hr and said: "There is
nothing to be frightened at; but I'll see
that your room is never darkened again
while you or hrr ."

-- Thanks," said the trembling girl, and
in a moimnt she was far oil again in
dream lan 1.

"That little episode may seem a triHo
queer to you," aiid the doctor to a vis-

itor who was accompanying him on hi
rounds, "but it won't when I explain a
little. I've had many year' exp jieneo
in a professional way with these women.
There is nothing under hoavi n that they
ear, w ell or ill, so much a darkness.

And they are all tho same wav. A year'
exiierionee in tho life tlijy follow bring
alxmt this result. Tie cause? That
would be hard to explain. Perhaps
they have visions that are unpleasant,
even horrible. Perhaps they think.
I've noticed one peculiarity about this
class of women, thoy aro happiest w heu
they nro not given time to think. Natu-
ral, too. All alike? Indeed, ves. Find
me (nj that will remain in a dark room
either in company or alone fcr a mo
ment without screaming and I will show
you something I never saw in all my
professional career "atrd something I
doubt that nnvono ever saw." Minne
apolis Journal.

Mm. Frank Liwlik will poao as
Cleopatra for charity,'

I


